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Sanders 
plans to 
push on, 
for now 


He signals new role in 
the race, and pathway 
to exit, in challenging 
Biden on the issues. 


By JANET HOOK 
AND EVAN HALPER 


WASHINGTON — Sen. 
Bernie Sanders announced 
Wednesday that he is stay- 
ing in the 2020 presidential 
race, but gone is the swagger 
of an insurgent candidate 
who for months defiantly 
projected that the nomina- 
tion was within his grasp. 

Chastened by multiple 
defeats over the last two 
weeks, several in states that 
he won in primaries four 
years ago, Sanders acknowl- 
edged at a news conference 
Wednesday that the poten- 
tial path he once had to the 
nomination is rapidly clos- 
ing as voters he expected to 
be in his coalition have 
grown doubtful over his abil- 
ity to beat President Trump 
and are aligning with former 
Vice President Joe Biden. 

“While our campaign has 
won the ideological debate, 
we are losing the debate over 
electability,” he said. 

Speaking to reporters in 
his home state of Vermont, 
Sanders signaled a new role 
for himself in the race: using 
the energy and momentum 
of his grass-roots movement 
to push Biden into embrac- 
ing amore progressive plat- 
form. 

He rattled off a litany of 
policy challenges he plans to 
confront Biden with during 
the next presidential debate 
in Arizona on Sunday, offer- 
ing a road map of sorts to 
concessions that he hopes to 
gain. But he expressed re- 
gret that so many change- 
hungry Americans — mis- 
takenly, Sanders argued — 
see Biden as a safer bet for 
Democrats in November. 

“Donald Trump must be 
defeated, and I will do every- 
thing in my power to make 
that happen,” Sanders said 
during a nine-minute state- 
ment, after which he took no 
questions. “On Sunday 
night, in the first one-on-one 
debate of this campaign, the 
American people will have 
the opportunity to see which 
candidate is best positioned 
to accomplish that goal.” 

His aides and allies had 
been saying he should not 
drop out, despite Biden’s 
growing lead in convention 
delegates and a primary cal- 
endar that is moving into 
states even more unfriendly 
to Sanders in the coming 
weeks. 

Sanders focused 
squarely and soberly on 
his policy differences with 
Biden — “Medicare for all,” 
climate change, immigra- 
tion and more — and said 
he’d press Biden in the 
debate: “Joe, what are you 

[See Sanders, A7] 


3 coalition 
deaths in 
Iraq attack 


A rocket barrage on 

a base kills two Ameri- 
cans and one British 
soldier, exacerbating 
already fraught U.S.- 
Iraq ties. WORLD, A5 


Surveillance 
reforms advance 
The House approves 
bipartisan legislation 
to limit government 
eavesdropping on 
Americans. NATION, A8 


Weather 
Afternoon showers. 
L.A. Basin: 67/56. B6 
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CHRISTINA HOUSE Los Angeles Times 


UCLA STUDENT Kiera Laney, 20, uses her laptop for a virtual class as a growing number of universities 
moved sessions online. Meanwhile, L.A. County on Wednesday reported its first death from the coronavirus. 


Fighting outbreak efficiently 


Aggressive steps are possible in tightly controlled Singapore 


By SHASHANK BENGALI 
AND DAVID PIERSON 


SINGAPORE — In a 
fearful time of nationwide 
lockdowns and supermar- 
ket-aisle fights over toilet 
paper, Zhi Peng Lee’s web- 
site tracking the co- 
ronavirus is oddly reassur- 
ing. 
Charts and maps detail 
patients’ ages and national- 
ities, length of hospitaliza- 
tion, where they live, their 
connections to one another 
and how the number of cases 
has risen and fallen with 
time — an elegantly simple 
and comprehensive source 
of information about the 
outbreak. 

The catch is, the site cov- 
ers only cases from Singa- 
pore — but then it’s hard to 
imagine it being possible 
anywhere else. No country 
has released as much de- 
tailed information about its 
coronavirus cases as this 

[See Singapore, A5] 


Uneven preparedness 


Some states are more ready 
than others for the escalating 


health crisis. BACK STORY, A2 


‘Weird times right now’ 


Most Californians haven’t yet 
had to alter their lifestyles, but 
that’s changing. CALIFORNIA, Bi 


MORE COVERAGE 


DANIA MAXWELL Los Angeles Times 


ADEEL SHAMS and two friends opened sneaker reseller CoolKicks on 
Melrose in 2016. “It was a huge risk. It’s ended up becoming a big success.” 


COLUMN ONE 


Cashing in on sole searching 


More sneakerheads are selling their collections 


By RONALD D. WHITE 


wedding. Transmission 
repair. Bail money. 

Those are some of the 
reasons why more and more 
E” oa sneaker collectors are cash- 
ing out the shoes they have lovingly 
amassed over the last decade or so. 

Most were facing sudden expenses 


that threatened to throw their finances 
into disarray because student loans, rent 
payments, avocado toast and the like 
had pushed them into a cash-flow corner. 
Roughly 6 in 10 U.S. adults don’t have 
enough savings to cover a $1,000 emer- 
gency room visit or car repair, according 
to New York financial services company 
Bankrate. For young adults, the savings 
picture is slightly worse, Bankrate said. 


[See Sneakers, A12] 


Into bear territory 


The Dow’s decline from its 
recent high hits 20%; the S&P 
500 is on the brink. BUSINESS, Ci 
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TRAVELERS at Jewel Changi Airport in Singapore last month. The city-state 
has penalized people who provide false information about their travels. 
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TRUMP 
HALTS 
TRAVEL 
OVER 
VIRUS 


Restrictions on trips 
from much of Europe 
come as WHO starts 
calling the outbreak 
a global pandemic. 


By NOAH BIERMAN, 
COLLEEN SHALBY, 
MELISSA HEALY 
AND JOE MOZINGO 


President Trump sus- 
pended travel from Europe 
as the novel coronavirus 
continued its spread around 
the globe Wednesday, claim- 
ingits first life in Los Angeles 
County, prompting the NBA 
to suspend its season and 
causing the World Health 
Organization to refer to the 
outbreak for the first time as 
apandemic. 

And in an announcement 
that brought the spreading 
public health crisis home to 
Hollywood, Tom Hanks said 
he and his wife, Rita Wilson, 
have tested positive for the 
coronavirus. 

“Hello, folks,” Hanks said 
in a statement. “Rita and I 
are down here in Australia. 
We felt a bit tired, like we had 
colds, and some body aches. 
Rita had some chills that 
came and went. Slight fevers 
too. To play things right, asis 
needed in the world right 
now, we were tested for the 
Coronavirus, and were 
found to be positive.” 

Meanwhile, San Fran- 
cisco and Seattle an- 
nounced bans on large 
gatherings, and a growing 
number of universities 
moved to hold classes on- 
line. In a sign of how surreal 
the disruption of American 
life looks to become, NCAA 
tournament games for men’s 
and women’s basketball will 
be played in empty arenas. 

“This is the first pan- 
demic caused by a corona- 
virus,” WHO chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus 

[See Coronavirus, A4] 


Basketball reacts 


As NBA suspends play, NCAA 
and Pac-12 tournaments will bar 
most spectators. SPORTS, Di 


Weinstein gets 
23 years 1n prison 


One of the movie 
mogul’s accusers says: 
‘No one thought we’d 
be here today.’ 


By JAMES QUEALLY 
AND MATTHEW ORMSETH 


NEW YORK — As soonas 
New York Supreme Court 
Judge James Burke said 
“20,” an audible gasp cut 
through the courtroom 
where Harvey Weinstein’s 
fate was being determined. 

Tarale Wulff, who ac- 


cused Weinstein of raping 
her in his Manhattan apart- 
ment in 2005, said she 
dropped her head to her 
hands as she realized what 
Burke was saying. 

“I couldn’t believe what I 
was about to hear,” she told 
reporters later. “No one 
thought we’d be here today.” 

For Wulff, the wait was 15 
years. For others, it was 
longer. But accusations by 
more than 80 women in four 
countries came to a head 
Wednesday morning, when 
Weinstein was sentenced to 
23 years in prison, poten- 

[See Weinstein, A9] 
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HARVEY WEINSTEIN, shown entering court last 
month, has denied wrongdoing and plans to appeal. 


